
A wise and frugal government, which shall leave men free to regulate  

their own pursuits of industry and improvement, and shall not take from  

the mouth of labor and bread it has earned - this is the sum of good  

government. 

  

All tyranny needs to gain a foothold is for people of good conscience to  

remain silent. 

  

Commerce with all nations, alliance with none, should be our motto. 

  

Conquest is not in our principles. It is inconsistent with our government. 

  

Every government degenerates when trusted to the rulers of the people  

alone. The people themselves are its only safe depositories. 

  

Experience hath shewn, that even under the best forms of government  

those entrusted with power have, in time, and by slow operations,  

perverted it into tyranny. 

  

I own that I am not a friend to a very energetic government. It is  

always oppressive. 

  

I predict future happiness for Americans if they can prevent the  

government from wasting the labors of the people under the pretense of  

taking care of them. 

  

If there is one principle more deeply rooted in the mind of every  

American, it is that we should have nothing to do with conquest. 

  

It is incumbent on every generation to pay its own debts as it goes. A  

principle which if acted on would save one-half the wars of the world. 

  

My reading of history convinces me that most bad government results from  

too much government. 

  

Never spend your money before you have earned it. 

  

Peace and friendship with all mankind is our wisest policy, and I wish  

we may be permitted to pursue it. 

  

Man cannot be trusted with the government of himself. Can he, then be  

trusted with the government of others? Or have we found angels in the  

form of kings to govern him? Let history answer this question. 

  

That government is the strongest of which every man feels himself a part. 

  



The democracy will cease to exist when you take away from those who are  

willing to work and give to those who would not. 

  

The natural progress of things is for liberty to yield and government to  

gain ground. 

  

The strongest reason for the people to retain the right to keep and bear  

arms is, as a last resort, to protect themselves against tyranny in  

government. 

  

The way to silence religious disputes is to take no notice of them. 

  

To compel a man to furnish funds for the propagation of ideas he  

disbelieves and abhors is sinful and tyrannical. 

  

We did not raise armies for glory or for conquest. 

  

When the people fear their government, there is tyranny; when the  

government fears the people, there is liberty. 

  

Whenever a man has cast a longing eye on offices, a rottenness begins in  

his conduct 

  

If the American people ever allow private banks to control the issue of  

their money, first by inflation and then by deflation, the banks and corporations  

that will grow up around them (around the banks), will deprive the  

people of their property until their children will wake up homeless on  

the continent their fathers conquered. 

  

I believe that banking institutions are more dangerous to our liberties  

than standing armies. 

  

I wish it were possible to obtain a single amendment to our constitution  

- taking from the federal government their power of borrowing. 

  

Thomas Jefferson 


